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Introduction 
 
This guideline is produced alongside ILRI’s strategy on research publishing that sets out some 
broader institutional principles for the publication of ILRI research outputs.  
 
More and more ILRI research is carried out with partners and associates working together on 
projects or other assignments. We expect the results of this work to recognize the 
contributions of the various partners and contributors. 
 
Eligibility to Publish 
ILRI publishes products of research that are carried out by ILRI staff or are at least part-
financed or commissioned by ILRI. To be considered for an ILRI series, one of the authors 
must have, or have had, some affiliation with ILRI or with a project of ILRI, or the intended 
publication must form part of an ILRI-approved project or activity.  
 
ILRI does not publish unsolicited manuscripts of individuals or organizations that have no 
association with ILRI, unless those manuscripts have been commissioned in some way by 
ILRI. 
 
Copyright and Intellectual Property 
The copyright to ILRI publications is held by ILRI and is licensed under its overall publishing 
and intellectual property policies. In general, ILRI aims to use open licenses that allow 
maximum re-use of the publication and its content, with appropriate attribution of the 
authors, ILRI and any co-publishing partners. 
 
For co-publications, ILRI and the partners may agree to share this copyright and may discuss 
the licensing provisions on a case by case basis. 
 
All authors1 and co-authors of an ILRI publication are expected to agree to the copyright and 
licensing provisions established by ILRI, and as may be agreed between ILRI and any co-
publishing partners. These are normally signed by the lead author on behalf of all authors, or 
by each author separately.  
 
Authorship 
A joint publication is authored by two or more individuals, with the intention that their 
contributions be merged into a single work.  
 
It is the responsibility of each author to obtain any necessary institutional permissions and 
approvals to appear as an author with his or her organizational affiliation listed.  
 
All authors agree on the content and are jointly accountable for the accuracy and quality of 
the information, interpretations and conclusions or any queries/concerns generated by the 
publication, including any media inquiries received in writing. Any issues of branding or co-
branding need to be formally agreed in advance by the collaborating institutions concerned.  
 
                                                          
1 In ILRI personnel contracts, all rights, including title, copyright and patent rights, in any work produced by a staff 
member as part of his/her official duties is vested in ILRI. 
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Any person making significant intellectual contributions to the design, implementation, 
analysis and interpretation of work being published should be named as authors. 
 
Authors should have a thorough understanding of the work being reported and be able to 
defend it in appropriate fora.  
 
People who make significant contributions in collection of data, assisting in technical 
operations, managing research animals or plants, and providing routine analysis should be 
acknowledged for their contributions.  
 
Honorary authorship or gift authorship for someone who has made minimal contribution is 
inappropriate. 
 
The same applies to any consultants hired for the project that may have contributed 
towards the publication. If the consultant’s contribution is viewed by the team as significant 
- it can be recognized by assigning (co)authorship or else as acknowledgement. 
 
Acknowledgement to donors/funding agencies that supported the particular research that 
generated the publication should also be made, along with acknowledgement of the support 
of the CGIAR. 
 
The senior author (seniority is not defined according to the author’s position in the 
organization but in accordance to the level of contribution of the person to the publication) 
is generally defined as the person who leads a study and makes maximum contribution to 
the work. All the authors at the outset of a project should establish senior authorship, 
preferably in a written memorandum of understanding (see annex 5). At the outset of the 
study, the Senior Author should discuss the outline of work and a tentative Order of 
Authorship with the study participants.  
 
As projects proceed, agreements regarding authorship may need to be changed. It is the 
responsibility of the Senior Author to ensure that the contributions of study participants are 
properly recognized. The order of listing of authors will be in order of seniority. In case the 
authors have equal contributions, the order is determined by the alphabetical order of 
names or last names. 
 
The senior author should be the contact person to take full responsibility of answering any 
queries, concerns and media inquiry on the publication and taking the lead on keeping all 
other authors and the institute(s) informed of any developments. 
 
Within the agreed copyright and licensing provisions established by ILRI and any co-
publishing partner, each joint author has the right to exercise any or all of the exclusive 
rights inherent in the joint work.  
 
Disagreements over authorship should be resolved by the Senior Author in collegial 
consultation with the other authors. If the matter does not reach resolution among the 
authors than the Theme Directors should attempt to mediate the authorship dispute, 
preferably facilitated by a neutral party chairing the meeting, but not taking part in judging 
the issue. If the authorship dispute remains unresolved, the Director Generals of the 
collaborating institutions will be the final arbiter. The Director Generals may appoint an ad 
hoc committee to serve as advisors. 
 
 3 
 
 
Publication procedures 
All proposals should follow the standard ILRI publication procedures for review and 
approval. An ILRI co-author will normally take the lead in tracking the process and facilitating 
communication with an external lead author. The approval process for an ILRI staff member 
to be co-author on an externally-published publication is the same as those established by 
the author’s program. 
 
Branding and Design 
All joint publications shall bear ILRI’s logo as well as the logos of any collaborating 
organization as agreed by the co-publishing agencies. Design should follow standard ILRI 
publication templates. 
 
 
 
  
 
